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David: A Man After God’s Own Heart

A Seven Part Series from Brian Blacklock
and Northwest Community Church

This booklet belongs to




1 Chronicles 2:13-17

10 Ram was the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, the leader of the people of
Judah. 11 Nahshon was the father of Salmon, Salmon the father of Boaz, 12 Boaz the father of Obed and Obed
the father of Jesse. 13 Jesse was the father of Eliab his firstborn; the second son was Abinadab, the third Shimea,
14 the fourth Nethanel, the fifth Raddai, 15 the sixth Ozem and the seventh David. 16 Their sisters were Zeruiah
and Abigail. Zeruiah's three sons were Abishai, Joab and Asahel. 17 Abigail was the mother of Amasa, whose

father was Jether the Ishmaelite.

Samuel -Solomon Timeline

Samuel annoints David becomes Solomon Solomon dies
Samuel Born Saul as first King King of Judah becomes King 930 BC
1105 BC 1050 BC 1010 BC 970BC TKings 11
1Sam. 10:11 2Sam. 5 1Kings 1-2
Samson born David Fights David conquers Temple
Ruth marries 1075 BC Goliath 1025 BC |Jerusalem Completed
Boaz, 1100 BC Judges 13-16 1Sam. 17 1000 BC 959 BC
2Sam. 5-6

David’s Biography

David was born when his father, Jesse, was quite old, as the last of a
string of children in the town of Bethlehem.

His parents were both in their second marriages and his mother
had a grown up family by another husband and some of her children
and grandchildren were playmates to this last child she bore to this old
second husband, who also had 6 other sons.

It is a mess of a family, where David grows up at the “bottom of the
foodchain?”

He is referred to as the “youngest” which literally means “the least”.
This is a family that would be split in the years to come with bitter
Middle Eastern feuds which would cause the deaths of at least 5 of the
family members.

The Child Is A Genius.

With the musical talent of Beethoven and the Beatles, the poetry
of Shakespeare, the hand-eye coordination of Gretsky and a military
genius that has not been equaled in all of history. He is growing up in
a family whose brothers would not have made it through High School,
who had limited talent and whose military genius petered out when
clubs went out of fashion.

Imagine growing up in that home: Not the best background or
beginning—yet his story is recorded by God Himself. Perhaps the
most complete story of any man that God has ever given—even the

David’s Timeline
1 Samuel 16:1 2 Samuel 2
« David age 10-13 « David age 30
« becomes king of
1 Samuel 17 Judah for 7 years.
« David age 16-17
« kills Goliath and 2 Samuel 5

enters Sauls service « David age 37

1 Samuel 21 « king of all Israel for 33 years

« Dave age 20-21
« escapes to Nob and exile

life of Jesus. There is more writing about this man and by this man of
any other person in the Bible - and apart from Jesus, God makes more
personal comment about this man than any other.

How Would The Tabloids Write His Biography?

“A bitter, insecure and resentful child from a tragically divided
home becomes the new “Rocky”. Entering the Canadian armed forces
he serves in Afghanistan and becomes a decorated hero, rising from
the rank of private to General.

In a blaze of publicity he wins “Canadian Idol” and his picture hangs
on every girls bedroom wall, however he falls out with the authorities
and goes on the run, winning “Survivor” and living on his nerves is
hunted, homeless and playing hide and seek with death.

As the political tide turns he is welcomed back as a saviour and leads
the country to its greatest ever economic strength.

Staring in “The Bachelor” he stuns the nation by marrying all the con-
testants and his subsequent family life is the stimulus for several highly
popular soaps and reality TV shows.”

But above all of this “Hollywood” we see a man who wins through
to a deeply personal knowledge of God and who enters into “The Hall
of Faith?”

David: A man after God’s own heart.

2 Samuel 11
« David age late 40’
« Bathsheba incident

1 Kings 1:28
David is in late 60’
« Solmon made regent

2 Samuel 15
« David age 60
« Absalom’s rebellion

1 Kings 2:10
« David dies at age 70




1 « Not Even In Fairytales 1 samuel 16:1-13, 1 Samuel 17-18:1

Introduction
The Prologue:
Our story begins, as it so often does. With God watching His
people mess up.

Sin has consequences. In this case the Philistines, who hate
God and His people.
John 17:14

Man’s solution?
Pick a Saul. 1 Sam 13:13,14

God’s solution?

Same as always (2 Chron 16:9) looking for people after His
own heart.

He found David (Psalm 78:70-72)

Overture

The Bible contains more about David’s life than any other hu-
man being for

measuring purposes

« measure the kings of Israel

o illustrate the coming Messiah

« measure our lives

The fairytale begins but so does history

1) Real history

2) Divine History

God is the hero of every story in the Bible. People are only
supporting actors.

3) History with a purpose (Romans 15:4)

« David comes to the kingdom because of Saul’s failure (1 Sam
15:22,23)

« this was not an isolated incident

 God saw David differently (Acts 13:22)

o David and Saul are held up as 2 opposites because in life we
have 2 options.

2 Principles That Govern God’s Choice Of David

Scene 1

God'’s Sovereignty

« He has the right to do as He pleases

« God’s choice is contrary to human reason. 1 Sam 16:6,7

« David was the last person anyone would have chosen—
being the youngest/least

« 1 Samuel 16:8 “The Lord is with Him”

« Revelation 5:12 It is Jesus who has all the attributes.

David’s qualities did not qualify or disqualify him. What mat-
ters is his heart response to God.

Scene 2
Why was David’s heart for God so special?

a) It was submitted to God’s Kingship: “David my servant.”

Notes




1 « Not Even In Fairytales 1 samuel 16:1-13, 1 Samuel 17-18:1

God is not looking for people with bright ideas, but for people
who will carry out God’s bright ideas.

David took God’s Word seriously, Saul didn't.

1 Sam 15—Saul given a mission.

1 Sam 15:20—Saul struggles to know the difference between
truth and his truth and honesty.

Isaiah 66:1, 2 God esteems:
« humble and contrite in spirit.
« trembles at my word.

A persons life is not measured in terms of the study he has done,
books read, church attendance etc but on the applications he has
made before God and carried out.

b) It recognized God’s grace and
anointing

Characterised by

o reverent worship, 2 Sam 7:18-21
o gratitude, Psalm 116:1,2

« confidence, Psalm 23:6

A loose grip on the things God had given.

c) It is concerned for God’s glory.
1 Sam 17vs: 26,36,45,46,47

My honour and glory is God’s concern. His is mine because He
entrusted it to us. God can deliver. What counts is obedience.

d) It relies on God’s resources:

Saul: “He is so big I can’t hit him.”

David: “ He is so big I can’t miss.”

The difference is faith and vision.

1 Sam 17:34-37 Lions and bears are good preparation.

Next Time Read...
1 Samuel 18 -31

Notes

But Wait There's More! 1 Samuel 8-15

Check Out Check Out
« Caleb in Numbers 14:24 1 Corinthians 1:27-29, John 6:9

« Hezekiah in 2 Chronicles 31:21

Can you find other examples?
« Compare with Mark 12:29-31

Question

If God is the hero of every story
in the Bible, then what is the real
purpose of Bible Study?

Question

What encouragement is there for
those who compare themselves
to others and feel small and
inadequate?

Read
Psalm 89:19-29

Compare
Saul in 1 Sam 15:26-28 to David
in 2 Sam 15:25-26.

Question
How jealous am I for God’s glory?

Check Out

Daniel 3:16,17, Samuel 17

Look at this event in the follow-
ing way:

« David is Christ

« Goliath is Satan

« Israel is the church

Israel had a daily routine for 40
days.

e verses 10, 11, 16, 20-22
Question

Can the church make a loud noise
but be weak in battle?

Consider-...

« David took on Goliath

« Jesus defeated Satan on the cross

e verses 51,52

« every Israeli became a conqueror
that day

« we share Christ’s victory



2 « A King Without A Kingdom

Introduction
Romans 15:4

Review

Observations
1. Walking with God is not a
passport for a trouble free life

2. Safety consists not in the absence
of danger but in the presence
of the Lord.

3. Devotion is developed in difficulties.
Concepts are forged into convictions.
A cave can be one of two things

4. No experience in life is ever wasted by
God.

Psalm 37:25, 35, 36

Notes

The Purposes of God
Stressful circumstances bring doubts
1 Samuel 21:10-14

1.We have to learn that He is in
control

2.To refine our character
a) David’s
b) Israel’s (1 Chron 12:1-22)

God’s purpose for us in David

o Psalm 40:1-3

« “many will see and hear and put their
trust in the Lord”

« Think BIG!

3. Recognise and appropriate
God'’s resources
a) His Promises
Psalm 35:1-31, Sam 27:1,
1 Sam 23:16-18, Psalm 119:92

b) His people

« Abigail 1 (Samuel 25)

« David’s action

« Nabal’s response (10,11)
« Abigail’s actions (24-31)
« David’s response. (32)

¢) His presence
e 1 Sam 21:10-15 versus Psalm 34
« The answer to fear is fear

Application
What steps can you take this year to get to
know the Bible?

Study

What does Abigail teach us about:

a) Our need to have true friends who will
challenge us?

b) The role of intercession?

NextTime Read...
2 Samuel 6, Psalm 24

But Wait There’s More! 1 Samuel 18-20

« David is in Saul’s service
« aged 16-20 years.

1 Sam 21-31
« 10 years in exile.

Compare how David faces
difficult circumstances with his
spiritual journey by examining the
Psalms he wrote.

« Nob

1 Sam 16:21-23

« Serving Saul
o Psalms 8, 19

1 Sam 19:11-13
« Assassination attempt
« Psalm 59

1 Sam 21:7, 22:6-22

« Psalm 52
1 Sam 21:10-15

« David at Gath
« Psalms 34, 56

1 Sam 22:1-5
« In the cave
 Psalms 57, 142

1 Sam 23:15-29
« Betrayed at Ziph
« Psalm 54

1 Sam 24

« Spares Saul’s life
o Psalms 57, 142

1 Sam 26
« Spares Saul again
o Psalm 18

Question

What things has God allowed to
happen in your life to get your at-
tention and draw you to him?



3 « Grace and Acceptance psalm 24

Introduction
4 days that stand out

1)

Notes

2)

4)

3)

“Even the blind and lame can ward you oft”—2 Sam 5:6-10

Psalm 24
1. He begins with God
“The earth is the Lords, ...”

2. “Who may ascend the hill of the Lord?”

« clean hands
o pure heart

« Does not lift up his soul to what is false

» Does not swear deceitfully.

How about David?

3”Who may ascend the hill of the Lord?”—Rom 3:23

“the generation of those who seek him, who seek your face, O

God of Jacob”

If the perfection God seeks in man is ever to be found in man,

then God must put it there Himself.—1 Tim 1:15,16

“Lift up your heads, O you gates...”—2 Samuel 6:12-22

The creature that is this human animal, can hope to find a place
in the life of the Creator God, who is spirit” John Hercus. John

1:14

Who may ascend the hill of the Lord?

We Can
« In Christ you have hands made clean
o Hearts made pure.

Our response is to surrender and to accept.

Next Time Read...
Read 2 Samuel 7. cf. 1 Chron 17

But Wait There's More!

« 2 Samuel 6
« 1 Chron 15,16
« Psalms 96, 105, 106

The Psalms of Ascents

Deut 16:16 records the requirement of every
Israeli male to appear before YHWH three
times a year.

Psalms 120-134
Songs recited by pilgrims as the went to
Jerusalem.

Some were written by David.

Question
What were the themes that they sang about?

The Gospel in The Old Testament
« Samuel 9

« David and Mephibosheth
« verse 3—David as a picture of Christ
« Mephibosheth living in fear of his life

« In Lo Debar Literally means “nothing, a
place pf barrenness, dissatisfaction” Imagine
him growing up there

« verse 6—Brought before the throne of the
king, fearing judgment.

« verse 7—The grace of the king.

« verse 8—the sinners recognition of his
true self

« verses 10,13—A place at the kings table
for life.

Question
What does this show us about the gospel of
Jesus and our place in the Kingdom of God?



4 « The Promises of God 2 samuel 7

1.The service of God (1-3)

But circumstances are not David’s motiva-
tion”

« Psalm 69:9

« John 2:17

Question
Is this your motive?

It is God’s purpose
o Luke 1:74,75

2.The house of God (4-17)

« God says no

« because He can

« we have to learn to thank Him for it—
Hab 3:17,18

 “You did well that it was in your
heart”—2 Chron 6:8

« if I seek to build a name for myself then
I miss out on the greatest name of all—
verses 8,9

Notes

« “David, you would like to build me a
house - I will make you a house”—
verse 11

« saddest verse in the Bible—2 Sam 18:18
« People are on God’s heart—Psalm 138:2
« This is how God works—Isaiah 60:22

Question

So where do you fit in? Do you believe
that God can accomplish this in your life?
o Absaloms monument—people?

3.The Promises of God (18-29)

« David’s response—verse 18

Question
How can I respond?

I was:
« elected from a more degraded state than
David’s

« elevated to a higher throne
o preserved from far greater dangers—
Rom 6:23

« to a destiny of a far greater honour...

Question

When God doesn’t answer your prayers
in the way that you want how do you
respond?

Question
Are you living on the basis of your prom-
ises to God or on God’s promises to you?

David claims them for his house—verses
25-27

1030 years later
o Peter
o Acts 2:22-25

David takes them and lived them out as he got
on with his job—2 Samuel 8

Next Time Read...
2 Samuel 11 and 12

But Wait There's More!

¢ 1 Chron 17

o Psalm 122

« This was Hezekiah’s motive
2 Chron 31:21

Question

Has God ever said no? Is this the
same as prayers that have not yet
been answered?

“I will bow down toward your
holy temple and will praise your
name for your love and faithful-
ness, for you have exalted above
all things your Name and your
word.” Psalm 138:2

Question
What do you want to leave behind
at the end of your life?

Psalm 27:4

Psalm 16 & 110

What does David write after this
time?

What was he understanding?
Galatians 3:26-28

Question
What are we heirs of?

Write down and reflect on some
of your favourite Scriptures
Which ones do you rely on again
and again?

Memorise them and pray them
into your life and for others.



5 « Sin Mars A Life 2 samuel 11, 12

Introduction
God’s purposes—serve others—2 Sam
5:12,1 Cor 10:11-13

People sin and God shows no favourit-
ism—Col 3:25

Why was David capable of such sin?
a) A slack attitude to sin—Deut 17:14-17
b) was not in God’s Word—Deut 17:19
c) was not in fellowship—Heb 10:24,25
d) was not in the battle—2 Sam 11:1

e) thought he could get away with it.

f) lost sight of the grace of God—2 Sam
12:7-9

The Stages of Sin

1.The Slide

* Psalm 7:14-16

2.The Fall

* “A traveler comes..”—2 Sam 12:4
« Micah 7:8

3. The Wallow

Sin always has a sting in the tail

Notes

However there is hope
o Psalm 32:3
« Spiritual slow puncture

Thank God for people like Nathan—Proverbs
27:6

2 Sam 12:1-6
« Spoiled character
» “You are the man!”

The Christian’s Hope
Psalm 32:5

The doctrine of forgiveness
«1John 1:9
« complete, instantaneous, restorative.

David writes 2 Psalms

« Psalm 32 - a public confession (1-3)
« Psalm 51 - for God’s ears only

» Repentance s . ..

« Confess means. ..

e Psalm 51: 1-3, 2, 7, 8, 10, 12

The Consequences of Sin
Paradox
« in time in eternity

Renewed energy

Able to forgive
Renewed vision
Fractured family

Practical Suggestions
a) For the married
o Commit
« Communicate spiritualy and sexually

b) Channel your thoughts positively
« SoSongs 2:2
« men
« women

¢) Do you have a friend like Nathan?

d) Keep regular clean accounts with God and
others
o Acts 24:16

e) Are you in the battle?

Is there someone you could ask to “hold you
to your best™?

Next Time Read...
2 Samuel 13-19

But Wait There’s More!
Psalm 119:11 Heb 10:32,36
Prov 6:27-29 Jonah 2:8

Question

What are your danger signals?
«TV  «internet « flirting
« Romantic Novels

Proverbs 28:13

« Contrast the repentance of
celebrities with David’s repentance.

Heb 2:10,11

Question
Do you need a spiritual checkup?

What things can you do together to deepen
your spiritual walk as a couple?

Would renewing your marriage covenant be
a help?

Consider memorizing some Scriptures about
love and marriage and pray them for your
partner or future partner.

Question
What is a part of God’s mission you can be a
part of?



6 « The Secret of Serenity 2 samuel 13-19

Introduction

e Karma - the “wheel of destiny”
« Kismet/fate

« Faith—Heb 11:6

We have to learn to think rightly about God.

Background to Absalom’s conspiracy—2 Sam
15:6

There are certain responses we can make when
faced with pressure

» what seems expedient « what is right

2 Commentaries
« 2 Sam 15-18 the Movie Script
« Psalms—the inside story

Faiths Outlook

Faith doesn't ask why but what?
Psalm 27:4—in context of vs 1-3

It Involves Choices

Psalm 62—2 forces

(3,4)—a group of evil men making David a
leaning wall

(1,2)—God, his fortress

Choices we are faced with!

Notes

(5-7) David chooses God (10)
Psalm 20:7

The ability to make choices

doesn't just happen

Psalm 63

develop good daily habits—applied meditation
verse 1—present circumstances

verses 2-5—how I thought in the good times
because of the past, I can trust him for now

You don't just drift into

godliness and victory
1 Cor 15:10—only into oblivion
Psalm 63:3—The Secret of Joy

What can you lose if everything goes wrong?
What can’t I lose no matter what?

Faiths Feelings

Faith is not a denial of feelings
Psalm 55

(1-15) David pours out his feelings
(16-19) He then leaves them with God

Faiths Appeal

its basis and focus

Psalm 143:7-12

I want to live a holy life more than a happy one

Faiths Surrender
2 Sam 15:25,26
Psalm 62:11,12

Faiths Reward
Psalm 3

« (1-3) Circumstances
« (5,6) Contentment
John 10:27,28

« (4) Confidence

Safety is found, not in the absence of danger
but in the presence of the Lord.

Psalm 17:15 “And I - in righteousness I will
see your face; when I awake, I will be satisfied
with seeing your likeness”

Conclusion
It is easy to be challenged but not changed.

Next Time Read...
2 Sam 23, 2 Sam 24:18-25, 1 Kings 1:1-2:12, 1
Chron 28, 29

But Wait There’s More!

Psalm 22

David as a “type” of Christ. How  for him?

How can we try to do God’s work

Psalm 73:25,26

Compare “the movie” with the

is this shown in David’s suffering?

Have a look at David’s relationship
with his men. Many of them fol-
lowed David all his life. Eg. Joab

2 Samuel 14
Good intentions can cause trouble

2 Samuel 9:1-8
A friend who will say the tough
things David needs to hear.

The loyalty of his men. Eg Ittai
2 Samuel 15716-22

Psalms.

Read 2 Samuel 14-18

Write down your impressions.

How did David face these trials?
How was he different from Saul?

In what ways does he share his
feelings, yet trusts God?

What can I learn about real faith?

Then read Psalms 3, 22, 27, 55, 61-

63,73 and 143.



7 « Finishing Well 2 samuel 23, 24:18-25

Introduction
Acts 20:24
2 Tim 4:7,8

Queston

When you come to the final part of your life’s journey and look back on
your life - what will you need to see in order to conclude that your life
had not been in vain?

What kind of person do I want to be then?
Acts 13:22 1 Sam 15:12
David’s unifying principle

The purposes of God

« Psalm 28:8,9

*You cannot even begin to imagine what God can do through our lives
if we allow Him to liberate us with His Lordship—Hab 1:5

Faithful service

Psalm 78:70-72

Long-term investments in prayer
Psalm 22:27, 28

Developed daily intimacy with God
Psalm 5:3, 143:8

Surrounded himself with godly people
Jonathan—1 Sam 23:15-18

Abigail—1 Sam 25

Gad the Prophet—1 Sam 22

Nathan—2 Sam 7

He invested in his son
1 Chron 28:8-10

o A Living faith—verse 9

« A noble purpose—verse 10

He lived it out—2 Tim 1:13
He talked it through—1 Chron 22
He prayed it in—1 Chron 29:18,19

Question
Who are you investing your life in?

Conclusion
1. A story about God - seek God in the story

2. Do a review of these 7 talks
What are the main lessons you have learned?

3. What actions do you need to take?

4. Who can I share them with?

Notes

But Wait There’s More!
1 Kings 1-2:12 Examine the remarkable relation-

ship between David and Jonathan

1 Chron 28, 29

Question
What things in your Christian life
are really important to you?

2 Sam 1:25-27
1 Sam 18:-3

1 Sam 20

1 Sam 23:15-18

Question
What investments do you need to
make in order to finish well?



Notes
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